
June 2022 Family Newsletter
Director’s Farewell

Dear New Century Families,

It has truly been a  privilege to serve as principal of New

Century School for the past six years. My time here has been

full of blessings from the students, staff and families. Being

present everyday to greet the students, by saying “Hello

friends!”,  reminding them to open their brains and wishing

them a great day,  are moments I will treasure forever. The

amazing amount of learning that happens at our site goes

beyond my words and comprehension. In fact, seeing students

engaged, focused and excited to learn, simply is commonplace

here. Please continue to recognize this greatness, and take

pride in the New Century staff who create these amazing

opportunities for students everyday.

Saying goodbye is never easy; however, I have full confidence

in the shared mission and vision that has been established

here at New Century. I have been humbled by how you have all

embraced me as a leader, and I am so grateful for the people

and ideas you have entrusted in my care. I am also deeply

impressed with the commitment you as families have for our

school. New Century continues to thrive and be successful

because of your active support. Our Verona Area School District

has been an excellent place for me to have my career in

education for nearly 31 years as well as an exceptional setting

to witness my own children grow and become members of the

community at large.  As I step out of this role, I will take the

New Century I.D.E.A.S. of innovation, discovery, engagement,

autonomy and service with me, to carry forward the great work our staff has developed. New Century is, and forever will be, in my

heart.  I will close by cheering…I say New, you say Century.. New Century, New Century!

With heartfelt gratitude,

Ann Princl



Thank you truly doesn’t seem like enough to say to express my sincere appreciation

for heart-felt gifts bestowed upon me at the all building community gathering on

Friday, June 3. It was truly an event I will remember forever.  I am so grateful for the

beautiful necklace, the incredible quilt, the little library and the gift of money from

families.  The students did cheers and sang a personalized Princl version of “When I’m

Gone” which brought many, many tears to my eyes. I felt the love and have been

reliving the day via the pictures and videos.

All of you will be a part of my life moving forward, due to all the memories, smiles,

hugs and fun stories. The growth I have witnessed in all your children has been

nothing short of amazing. I’m proud of them and grateful for the opportunities I have

experienced.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Peace and love,

Ann Princl

As we close out the 2021-2022 school year, there are a few folks we will be

saying goodbye to:

Maddie Bartels, school psychologist Abby Fifer, art teacher

Carin Higgins, school secretary Ann Princl, principal

Maddi Williams, exclusive substitute teacher for our site

We wish all our staff well on their next endeavors!

In This Issue Calendar of Events

Director’s Farewell Page 1 Last Day of School June 9   12:20 dismissal

Thank You
Those Saying Goodbye

Page 2 NCS GC Meeting June 14
6:00 pm

2022-2023  Placement News
Notes of Gratitude

Page 3 Summer Playdate
NCS/VAIS Playground

July 13
6:00 - 7:00 pm

Governance Council Update
Celebrating Sunshine
All School Picnic and Field Day

Page 4 NCS GC Meeting August 9

Readathon Recap
Library Stats Infographic

Page 5 Summer Playdate
NCS/VAIS Playground

August 16
6:00 - 7:00 pm

Thank You
Beetle Experiment

Page 6 First Day of School September 1

5th Grade Review Page 7 Labor Day - No School September 5

School Forest Visit
S.T.E.M. Goodbye

Page 8

Shipwreck Showcase Page 9



Placement for the 22-23 School Year

At New Century School,, we love our tradition of delivering instruction

via multiage classrooms. This teaching method will continue for the

2022-2023 school year. Multiage classrooms allow us to provide the

following opportunities for our learners:

● Students in kindergarten and first grades are mixed together in

two balanced classrooms

● Students in second and third grades are mixed together in two balanced classrooms

● Students in fourth and fifth grades are mixed together in two balanced classrooms

● Students have one homeroom teacher, which is where they typically start their day

● Students have an additional classroom teacher who also connects with them and provides instruction

● Having two classroom teachers who know our students, allows for collaboration amongst our staff and for positive

learning opportunities for all our learners

● Students who were in Kindergarten, second and fourth grades for the 2021-2022 school year, will stay with their same

homeroom teacher for their first, third and fifth grade years.

● Students who were in first and third grades for the 2021-2022 school year, move into their new multiage classroom, to be

a part of the second grade and third grade classrooms and fourth and fifth grade classrooms, respectively.

Class lists for the 2022-2023 school year will be provided in August, 2022. Our staff works collaboratively to create balanced

classrooms, allowing students to learn best and create friendships.  Some folks shared family insight forms with us, allowing us to

know more about their children. We use this information to help us with placing children and creating class lists. Please note,

specific teacher requests cannot be promised. There are many factors we keep in mind when creating well balanced classrooms,

and thus we trust our staff to use their professional expertise to make decisions regarding all our learners. New Century School has

an excellent tradition of providing a curriculum that focuses on E-STEAM, which guides students with learning about the

environment, science, technology, engineering, art and math. We are happy you have chosen our school for your child. Thank you

for trusting our exceptional teachers, who all work diligently together to provide the best possible education for all learners in our

school community.

We thank you for your support with our great school and look forward to welcoming you back in the 2022-2023 school year.

Fondly,

The New Century Staff

NCS Staff Gratitude

Families: Your kindness and generosity over the past month has been noticed,
celebrated, and so very much appreciated by every staff member in our building.
Thank you for answering the call to support all of us with such enthusiasm and
love from the delicious treats to candy surprises in the front office to 37 (!!!)
granted Amazon wishes that will directly benefit your children. On behalf of the
entire staff, thank you again!



News from the Governance Council

Like most, we in GC used the May meeting to discuss plans for the end of the
school year and summer.  Thank you to everyone  who has volunteered or
donated items this past year!   We were so happy to welcome back outdoor
learning, field trips and many of the end of the year traditions that students and
families have been missing.

Please remember that all are welcome to attend our meetings the second
Tuesday of the Month at 6pm.  Contact Andrew Loeffler
(loeffler.andrew@gmail.com) for Zoom meeting details. We have one more
meeting on June 14th before we take a break in July.

Celebrating Sunshine!

We are celebrating the end of our first year of our Charter School Sunshine Committee, serving the New
Century School, Verona Area International School, and Core Knowledge Charter School communities.
Our group got off the ground in early March and grew to include thirty volunteer families!! Since March,
our incredible volunteers have provided dozens of donations in response to our communities’ needs
including meals and restaurant gift cards for families facing health issues, gifts and words of affirmation
for staff members going through a difficult season, and items to meet students’ basic needs. A couple of our volunteers also took
on high impact service projects in our buildings. This work has been greatly encouraging to the students, families, and staff who
have been the recipients of this generosity. We could not have done any of this without our awesome volunteers and the
responsive leadership of our Sunshine Committee Chairpersons: Caroline Sweedo from New Century School and Andrea Vogt from
Core Knowledge Charter School. THANK YOU, Sunshine Committee, for making our school communities a warmer place to be!

If you are interested in joining the Sunshine Committee next school year, please keep an eye on the school newsletter and school
messenger for sign up information coming in the fall! If you have any questions about the Sunshine Committee, please contact
Lauren Shawl, School Social Worker, at shawll@verona.k12.wi.us

All School Picnic and Field Day

The rain couldn’t stop students and their families
from enjoying the All School Picnic.  Blankets were
spread out on the gym floor and everyone
enjoyed their lunch together. The gym and
cafeteria were later the locations for Field Day.  A
variety of games and races were enjoyed by all.  To
end the fun filled afternoon of activities students
enjoyed popsicles.

mailto:shawll@verona.k12.wi.us


Readathon Recap

This year's schoolwide Readathon was a huge success thanks to our amazing young readers and their supportive families and
friends. NCS & VAIS students read for 65,673 minutes and raised $4845 for their schools in just 14 days! Students who logged 30
minutes or more on Beanstack or collected one donation were awarded a prize from the cart sponsored by a Thrivent Financial
Action Grant, and top readers and raisers attended an award party where NCS & VAIS Principal Mrs. Princl graciously took a pie to
the face from several sweet kindergarten representatives. Many thanks to volunteers Teresa Falkner, Jen Collins, Joanne Huang,
Amy Kennedy, April Rabedeaux, and Patty Arifin for co-leading this event with our school librarian Ms. Roltgen.



Thank You

Sugar River Outfitters, along with the help of The Upper

Sugar River Watershed Association, annually donate

their time, energy, boats, and other resources to ensure

we have a successful end of the year Outdoor Learning

celebration for our yearly canoe trip down the Sugar

River.

Without their help, we could not pull this feat off.

Please consider utilizing or supporting their business

this summer.  Or become  a member or by getting the

online newsletter of the The Upper Sugar River Watershed Association, they provide numerous educational outings and citizen

science opportunities that support the local watershed.

The 4/5 team is particularly grateful we have been able to maintain an ongoing relationship with both organizations.

Beetle Experiment

Staff from the Upper Sugar River Watershed Assoc. built a
beetle cage that raises a special beetle called the
Galerucella Beetle....it only eats the invasive Purple
Loosestrife plant.

The students in Mr. Lohr and Ms. Xistris's classes will be
monitoring the plant growth and beetle population in this
cage through the end of the school year and over summer.
Eventually the beetles will be harvested and set loose in
the watershed as a biocontrol method to help control the
spread of Purple Loosestrife.

Trucker Buddy Jim Returns to NCS

https://sugarriveroutfitterswi.com/
https://sugarriveroutfitterswi.com/
https://uppersugar.org/


Rewind…5th Grade History Play

5th Grade Graduation

Congratulations to the 2021-2022 NCS

Graduates! Rayvn Becker, Tova Becker, Violet

Buttner, Drake Dolezel, Evan Hoeft, Adrian

Laibly, Grant Lavin, Leo Nelson, Max Polglaze,

Emma Grace Rem, Nora Templin, Ronan

Camp, Holly Conwell, Rory Currier, Lily

Falkner, Allison Felker, Gus Kille, Nora Markus,

Elisabeth Messina, Jake Rameker, Levi Solis.

Wishing you all the best as you move on to

6th grade! Have a wonderful and safe

summer!



K1’s Visit “old” High School Forest

On May 10th, the K1s had an amazing opportunity to partner

with the high school EcoLit class at the "old" high school forest,

prairie and pond.  Students rotated through various stations led

by the high schoolers - stations included a color nature hunt, a

nature "smiley face" creation, an abstract art activity, an attempt

to go fishing, and a nature hike through the woods.  The high

school students' goal was to get kids outside, to explore, to

appreciate nature and all it brings.  The weather cooperated

nicely as well.  Hats off to our EcoLit class for a job well done.

Goals met!

S.T.E.M Inspired Farewell
to Mrs. Princl from Mr. Gundlach’s Class

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyXkGJ-o0Z4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyXkGJ-o0Z4


Shipwreck Showcase - Ms. Bennett’s Class

Students in Ms. Bennett's 2/3 class, worked hard to create a made up shipwreck. After playing the PBS game The Legend Of The
Lost Emerald students worked on a project to “add a level” to the game. In short the game follows a girl who is trying to find a ship
that her grandfather was on. She finds a number of different ships and uncovers different information through a variety of letters,
interviews, journals, and research, as well as diving down to the wreck sites and collecting evidence. Here is a video clip of a
portion of the game that might help you understand what we were trying to replicate.

The students in my class essentially had to create a story of a shipwreck, including characters, settings and a plot in order to create
a mystery and then put together evidence, to collect all the clues to their ship. They also needed to recreate the dive portion of the
game,  which helped cement some clues and/or add more evidence. They used a couple different formats to create a model of
their ship under water. Most kids made dioramas, but some have used Scratch Junior or Usecubes. This project included some
research, writing, history, creativity and problem solving

Wishing you all a wonderful summer!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d04zKWLIi2-zIw6wmVP6ohnpyR7WSBMc/view?usp=sharing

